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~WASHE\IGTO‘4’ -,On the surface,
Jamer Abourezk ' has -gotten pretty| .
mucl'x what he has‘soaght from life —
a farmly;‘law and. civit. engineering|"
degrem, two yearsin the U. S. House
ni Re:presceutatwm,~ sxx years' m the
‘U S: Serate and-a lot of lauohs. .

! But- Abou:ak -a;: mavmck South
_Dakotzr,Democrat.and prairie- popu.
list,: wnot,happy w1th what seems to
’have ‘been a successfuf‘ career in
°pubhc: service, ‘a career ,hie ended
* “Yoluntarily, by refusing* tm stand for

“Frankly,l have to-be:hoitest with
: ycur” he. gaid:- "I"really"don’t:thmk I
. Ufidh a thing’ inuthe-last, sixtyears. I
- "don’t' think-I'made a bit'ef difference
' m the -Senate.n - Bluisift. -
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™ When"he. reached Congress, Abou-

) tezk sought‘out the big targets, Now,
days into his retirement from. Con-
: s, he looks~back and’ comcedes:
that on almost all counts, *big” won.
> “Don’t ge me wrong,” he said in a

‘emy, a traming center operated by |

. Abourezk-led the fight aaamst ‘the

.recent; interviewas. he was preparing
-to leave offices "“I; don’f iregret the
‘ -Last few.ycam .ands; whem.I’ve done.

‘~ 4e“But-the:Senate i, az . msntunon
. that resists: change..You- would need.

¢ < ito.spend a lifetime- heresto-See things
“change, to-maker things-happen. :Andif

- athen, you: couldn’t be sure you. made
- v .4 differefice.3n2 oY ’*ewm A

~°He -isifot ! bitters Ha-fisujust - Frus-

- “frated: with the, sama.frustration that

~markéd almost his, _entire:term in the
&ﬂ-m’m Rebs

UInd the begmnihg“?’?:e thotight. one-

- . yHan could ‘make a"diffezence - and

LI qmckly " -y W - ...:,‘ .

. < In November 1973, after” only 11
. month.s in the Senatel he confi d°d Ins

plans to. retu'e after one tcrm g

e tSix yeam J&enough. 1f.,you do 1t.]

right,”” he said.’ ““Tplam to do'ir right..

_ I think yous'shoould- get: your: licks:-

-and . leave. Open ~the. door -for wew
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"Tevowll know in five ye“ars
s':nd wih a jaugh. !

A3 it-turns out, ‘Abourezk will re--
main in Washington part of the time. i i
He bas opened a law firm with two |
other attorneys and he will practice
both here and in Sioux Falls, S.D.-
" But he did retire from:the Senate.’

Z:His disappomnneﬂts in"the-field of
htman rights and £ ‘orexvn pohcy offaf
a good- example Tl e

~In 1973; Abourezk beaam ta- offer
Buckets ‘of amendments to Sedate for-
- eign -aid “bills: Most- of his samend
. ¥ients sought to deny aid to countries -
vmlatmg -the~human rights of other:
“citizens.." Other:-amendmants: ‘were
. ditned; at’stopping- aid programs- that
. Were~ mdely‘abused.:\ Y

“- “Hubért-Humphrey would - bea: my
ass every-time,” Abourszk said of
the--late - anesat& Demdcrat, . T
car't’ say I> actually accomphshed
anythmg T i e dln a, s

But¥in 1976 Abourezk won, _ one .
Hump-hrey and- the committee can--~
celed the International Police Acad-

....,.-_..\

the State- Department and - CIA - for -
national police officers and secunty
personnel of other'countries. - ., . J

academy by disclosing. that ‘it-had
trained -Chile’s DINA "agents and -
Iran’s SAVAK agents in methods of
interrogating, “torturing aad extract-
ing confessions. from dissidents.
- “The mood of the.country “was
changing,” Abourezk” sazcrk“Fmally,
I got Humphrey tor put”it- (cancella-
tion) in- thebill' We did “close. down =
the academy, but: it was. really Hu- .
bert Humphrey*s acceptl,ng the ixiévx-
table™ v o s L Er it ey
With thevstart GF the’Carter Admi- | 3]
xstrauon . Ruman; tights Fbecame ‘an"
; important. plank in American foreign
“policy.: But, ; Abourezk /said-- human -
rights consxderanons i Uz S, foreign_ 1
pohcy' are~still - “selecnveby apphed A
That hdsn’t.changeds?, th % izl
~ Abourezk was. chzurman of. uelecn:
committee and a Senate subcdmmit-
tee reviewing Americad-Indian policy
and Iegl.slat; n.. Bornt and. raised, on
the - Résebud} Slouw-Indlan‘ Reserva- }
tion ms»SoutnrDalmta‘ he was viewed -
as the” Senate represevxtauve for all
Amerzcan tribes, 'j 1
plished to help the Indians, Abour&k
said, in. self-deprecation: te Jew e
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;tee for another-two years2
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! Doubling’ reiaorters ‘suggested - ‘that’
he Jlike: most:senatorss befors him,




